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Review of the School Choice Program

* The inter-district school choice program under G.L. c. 76, § 12B, allows
families to enroll their children in schools in communities other than the city

or town in which they reside.

* All Massachusetts school district are required to accept the inter-district
School Choice program unless they vote to opt out by June 1%

* On an annual basis, school districts may opt-out completely or opt-in
on a limited basis determined by the School Committee by school, grade,

and number of available spaces.
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Program Administration

* If a district accepts School Choice students, they are responsible for communicating this to

prospective parents/students
* If a limited number of seats are available and more students are interested than
available seats, the school district must select students on a random basis without

discrimination

* Receiving Districts must notify both DESE and the Sending Districts of enrolled students

* The school choice tuition for students is $5,000 per student

e For a student with an individualized education plan (IEP), a special education increment is
added to the tuition rate that the receiving district is paid based on the special education
increment claim filled by the receiving district

* School Choice students who require an out-of-district placement: The receiving district
pays the tuition and is reimbursed for the full cost by the sending district after filing a
special education increment claim; the sending district can claim circuit breaker

reimbursement.
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Non-Discrimination Requirement

e “. ..noschool committee shall discriminate in the
admission of any child on the basis of race, color,
religious creed, national origin, sex, gender identity,
age, sexual orientation, ancestry, athletic
performance, physical handicap, special need or
academic performance or proficiency in the English
language.”
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Rights and Responsibilities of Accepted Students

* Once enrolled in a “receiving district”, a School Choice student
has the right to continue attendance through grade graduation
* School Choice students have the same rights to all educational

and co-curricular programs as resident students under the same
terms and conditions.

* Receiving Districts are not required to provide School Choice
students with transportation.

* When transportation services are required by a student's IEP,

the sending district must pay the full cost.
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SE Cost Calculator
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FY23 SCHOOL CHOICE SPED INCREMENT Agency: |CostShare %| TotalCost Shars %
[rea: ¥ Joint s - - oce| 000%
Lookup a Placement: i
inor Out natea| 000%
sasp | Placsment & Last tame Oetrict 0.00%
[ | 0 | [inostet T~ 0.00% 0.00%
Buttons for All Claims Add s New Stuent Save & Updste Delete s Placement Print All Clsims I rint Currert Cleim |
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Eeae 1n District Start End | Total Days| 36 Week Program Extended School Year
Fr23RATE [ Servoe Servce Total
oy |mre] cont | Sl |;-Z.";Z.| Cont
Placement Type: [ |Group Type Group.
‘Specialty Cons utation Se rvices (Doctorate level) 12810 [ 0.00) | | 0.00]
General Education Services o 0.00
Special Education Teaching Se rvices (Certifiedteachers only) 5760 [ 0.00 [ I 0.00]
Addifional Special Education Teaching Senices and/or Consultation 67 60 | 0.00 | | 0.00]
Related Services (Certifiedor licensed providers only):
Consultaton (by service providers listed in this category) 7718 0.00] 0.00]
Occupational Therapy 7716 0.00] 0.00
Speech and Language Therapyludiology 7716 0.00] 0.00
Orienttion & Mobility 7716 o.gg‘i 0.00|
Physical Therapy 7716 0.00 0.00]
Counssling 7716 0.00] 0.00]
SpecializedHealth Care Services (RN or LPN)
[ s142 T | | 0.00] [ | 0.00]
Services AssoGiaid with Special Health Care Needs [ s142 | | | 0.00] | | 0.00]
Other Services Provided by ional Staff:
Consuitaton (by service providers listed in this category incl. BCBA) 8217 0.00] 0.00]
Adaptve Physical Educaton 8217 0.00] 0.00]
Recraation Therapy 8247 0.00] 0.00]
Vision Training 8217 0.00 0.00]
Interpretation for the Deafor Hard of Hearing 8217 o,oTI 0.00]
MusicTherapy 8217 0.00] 000
Home School Facilitor (BCBA) 8247 0.00] 0.00]
Specialized Services Provided by Staff WhoHave Receive d S pecialized Training:
A eha vior Analysis 3264 0.00] 0.00
COTA FTA,SLA 3264 0.00] 0.00)
Job Coach 32564 0.00 0.00]
WorkExperience Assistant 3264 0.00 0.00]
Insuction on the use of Specialzed Equipment 3264 0.00 0.00]
Services Provided by Non-profe ssional Staff:
Care Assismntor Certifed Nursing Assisant 2440 0.00 0.00]
ot 2440 0.00 0.00]
2440 0.00 0.00]
on Student's IEP) 0.00
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Next Steps

® February 8, 2024 - School Choice Discussion with School Committee

® February 8, 2024 - NPS high level Enrollment projection overview

March 4, 2024 - Neighborhood School Discussion
April 1, 2024 - Public Hearing on School Choice

April 4, 2024 - School Committee Vote on School Choice

February 26, 2024 - Demographic and Enrollment Presentation




School Committee School Choice Q &A

e Link above is provided from the questions from the School Committee
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Other helpful links/information:

'DESE - Inter-District School Choice Program

Advisory on Inter-District School Choice Pursuant to G.L. c. 76. §12B

Advisory Memorandum on Financial Administration of the School Choice Program

DESE: Choosing a School: A Family Guide to Educational Options in Massachusetts

DESE School Choice FAQ's.docx

School Choice MGL's.docx

School Choice Program Administration Webinar October 2023.pptx
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