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Historic District Application

Internal Only

Application Details

Local Historic District Application Information

Status: Active Date Created: Aug 23, 2022

Applicant

Stephen Buchbinder 

sjbuchbinder@sab-law.com 

1200 Walnut Street 

Newton, MA 02461 

617-965-3500 

Primary Location

24 ROBIN DELL 

AUBURNDALE, MA 02466

Owner:

LASELL COLLEGE 

1844 COMMONWEALTH AVE AUBURNDALE,

MA 02466

Working Session



Total Working Sessions

1

Type of Certification/Documentation Issued Requested Approvals, Inspections, and Reviews:

The individual filling out this application is the

authorized agent

Name of Local Historic District

Auburndale Type of Structure(s) Affected (check all that

apply):

House



What year was the structure built?

1868
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Local Historic District Application Proposed Work

Owner Information

Application Authorization

HISTORIC DISTRICT FINAL PROJECT APPROVAL PROCESS

Type of Proposed Work (check all that apply):

Demolition



Describe Scope of Work

Working session to provide updates on proposed project to demolish 24 Robin Dell and build new

building with approximately 42 independent living units

Briefly Describe the History of the Property

See attached.

Property Owner Mailing Address

N/A

Property Owner City

Newton

Property Owner State

MA

Property Owner Zip Code

N/A

Property Owner Phone Number

N/A

Property Owner Email

N/A

I am the owner of the property subject to this

application and I consent as follows:  

1. This application for a land use permit or

administrative approval for development on my

property is made with my permission. 

2. I grant permission for officials and employees

of the City of Newton to access my property for

the purposes of this application.

Applicant/Agent Signature

Stephen J. Buchbinder 

08/23/2022

Historic Preservation Staff, and sometimes the

Historic District Commission, must approve the

final project work. Without that approval, ISD

will not close out the building permits and will
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not issue a Certificate of Occupancy. Please

contact Historic Preservation Staff once all of

the project work is completed to start the

process. On average, the approval process may

take a week and may take longer if the

Commission needs to review the project work.  

It is the owner’s responsibility to make sure that

the completed work matches the site plans,

exterior plans and elevations, details and

materials that were approved by the

Commission. Any changes to what was

approved and any new elements must be

submitted to the Commission for review and

approval.  

If it is determined that the final project work

does not match exactly what the Commission

approved, or includes new elements that were

not approved, the project will be considered to

be in violation and the final project approval will

not be issued until all of the discrepancies are

satisfactorily resolved.  

All future work will be put on hold and no new

building permits will be issued pending

resolution with the Commission. The

Commission can require that work be redone to

match what was approved. The Commission is

also authorized to issue a fine of up to $300.00

per offense for each day that the violation

continues.



City of Newton, MA March 16, 2022

Property Information

Property ID 43030 0022
Location 24 ROBIN DELL
Owner LASELL COLLEGE

MAP FOR REFERENCE ONLY
NOT A LEGAL DOCUMENT

City of Newton, MA makes no claims and no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the validity or accuracy of
the GIS data presented on this map.

Geometry updated 06/29/2021
Data updated 11/14/2018

Print map scale is approximate.
Critical layout or measurement
activities should not be done using
this resource.

1" = 42.99865864191285 ft



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

E-Mail: sjbuchbinder@sab-law.com 
          
 
         
        April 19, 2022 
 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Ms. Barbara Kurze 
Senior Preservation Planner 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459-1449 

 
Re:  Proposed Expansion of Lasell Village Campus 

 
Dear Ms. Kurze, 
  
 I have been engaged by Lasell Village (“the Village”) in connection with a planned expansion of its 
senior living campus in Auburndale. The expansion would take the form of a new building to be constructed 
at 24 Robin Dell, along with portions of 216 Grove Street and 222 Grove Street.1 The new building would 
contain approximately 42 additional independent living units. The additional units will allow the Village to 
accommodate some of the seniors on its waiting list and will also provide additional revenue to support the 
renovation of Lasell House.  
 

Lasell House is the Village’s skilled nursing center. Lasell House is almost 22 years old, outdated, 
and not configured to current demand for skilled nursing services. For example, Lasell House has a mixture 
of two-bed and one-bed rooms, and only one communal shower . Virtually all prospective patients for long-
term care and short-term rehabilitation prefer one-bed rooms with full bath facilities. Regional demand for 
skilled nursing is forecast at 20 beds as opposed to the current 38 beds. The renovation will enable Lasell 
House to meet market demand with fewer, single-bed, private-bath accommodations. 
 

The new building would be attached by a covered bridge to the existing Town Hall building2, and 
along with additional living units, would contain larger and more flexible multi-use space to benefit all 
residents of the Village, as outlined below. The architectural design of the new building will complement the 
other buildings of the Village which surround it. It will also provide an outdoor communal space on 
Seminary Avenue, other adjacent green space, additional underground parking, and a visual and physical link 
to Town Hall. 
 

 
1 All three parcels are owned by Lasell University and would be acquired or leased by the Village and incorporated into the Village 
campus. 
2 Lasell House is located inside the Town Hall building. 
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Elements of the new building will include: 
 

• A more expansive multi-purpose room needed to accommodate the Village community and flexible 
space for classes, lectures, music, dance, theatre performances, and more.  

• Administrative offices easily accessible to residents and visitors, allowing more key staff to be 
together in one area. 

• Space for an educational day program for older adults with cognitive or physical decline 
• A health and wellness center including dedicated physical therapy and occupational therapy facilities. 
• An expanded and enhanced fitness center, replacing small and outdated fitness facilities, and making 

intergenerational fitness classes possible.  
• A dedicated home care program office which would provide spaces for family members, residents, 

and clinical staff to meet. 
• A library, coffee shop, and social gathering space for informal community gatherings. 
• Additional badly needed storage space. 

 
A structure under the jurisdiction of the Commission is located on a portion of 24 Robin Dell, and the 

Village’s proposed expansion would require the demolition of the structure, which, upon information and 
belief, was constructed circa 1868.  The Village would like the opportunity to come in for an informal 
discussion with the Auburndale Historic District Commission to introduce the project prior to making a 
formal request for a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

 
Please find the following documents in support of our request for an informal discussion: 

 
1) Application for Certificate of Appropriateness; 
2) Assessor’s map of 24 Robin Dell; 
3) Massachusetts Historical Commission Form B for 24 Robin Dell; and  
4) Package from Dimella Shaffer dated April 19, 2022 which includes existing and proposed site 

plans, context perspectives, and photos of historical structures on Grove Street and Robin Dell. 
 
 We would seek to be added to the agenda for the Commission’s May 10, 2022 meeting. Please feel 
free to call with any questions. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 

Stephen J. Buchbinder 

 
        Stephen J. Buchbinder 
 
 
 
 cc: (w/enclosures)  
                 Ms. Anne Doyle 
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                  Mr. Benjamin Bailey 
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Inventory No: NWT.2141

Historic Name: Clark, Nelson House

Common Name: Lasell Junior College

Address: 24 Robin Dell St

City/Town: Newton

Village/Neighborhood: Auburndale;

Local No: 43030 0022; 4389;

Year Constructed: C 1865

Architectural Style(s): Italianate;

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture;

Area(s): NWT.N, NWT.EH

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (09/04/1986); Nat'l Register MRA (09/04/1986); Local Historic District
(05/23/2005);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood; Wood Clapboard;
Foundation: Stone, Uncut;

Demolished No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan

records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for

Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in

digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and

related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a

considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in

MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.

Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-

macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125

www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 2:01 PM



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

I 

In Area no. Form no. 

4S89 

.Auburndale 
e s s

 113 Seminary Avenue 

ent use residence 

4. Map. Draw sketch 01 ouiiamg locaxion 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

PO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

sent owner Lasell Junior College 

.ription: 

mid I860's 

ource surveyor 

Italianate 

Arch i t ec t 

Exterior wall fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Bracketed window hoods, 

arched gable windows. 

Altered
 p o

rch enclosed Date 20th cent. 

Moved no Date_ 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less
 X

x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 180' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20' 

6. Recorded by
 B r u c e c

"
 F e r n a l d 

Organization
 N e w t o n

 Historical Commission 

Date Sept. 1, 1980 

•.M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2S76) 



I 

Contributing Significance 

7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use single family residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

xx 

xx 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 
invention 

Social/ 
humanitarian 

Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Nelson Clark, a farmer, is listed as the owner of this Italianate style house 
in the first Newton Directory (1868). The simple design of the T-shaped 
building incorporates arched gable windows and small, bracketed window hoods 
as its only ornament. 

I 
\ 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Newton City Atlases - 1874, 1886, 1895, 1907. 
Newton City Directories - 1868. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town Property Address 
NEWTON 24 Robin Dell Street 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 
MASSACHUSETTS A R C H I V E S BUILDING I ,• , 
220 M O R R I S S E Y B O U L E V A R D 1

eh

 l l
2 1 4 1 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

Photograph 
d property address. Record film roll and negative 
\h additional photos to continuation sheets. 

Foundation: Fieldstone 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle 
Outbuildings: None 
Major Alterations: Late 20TH century deck on the north side. 
Condition: Good 
Setting: This house is in a suburban neighborhood. It is at the end of a dirt/asphalt dead end street that is 

lined with fieldstone walls. From Grove Street, Robin Dell Street dips down at the mid-point, and 
then back up to this yard. The parking area is at the end of Robin Dell. The lot is in a natural wood 
setting. Mature trees surround the perimeter and there are flowering bushes at the foundation. 
Young pine trees also line the perimeter on a bill on the north and east sides providing a buffer from 
immediately adjacent Lasell Village. 

Recorded by: AHD/LNA, Caroline Schwirian 
Organization: Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission 
Date: November, 2001 

APR 0 1 2002 


