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Newton Rotary 
Club

                A 
Community 

Resource

• Charter Night For the Newton Rotary Club
• November 20, 2023, at the Woodland Golf Club

• Over 200 Rotarians & Rotary Anns attended

• Many  - the Melrose, Quincy, Lynn and Salem clubs

• First Board meeting was held on May 4, 1923

• William T. Halliway- First President – Treasurer of the Newton 
Trust Co.

• At an early meeting- President was directed to write a letter to 
the Newton Welfare Bureau endorsing the sale of Health Stamps.

• Regular meetings – held at the old Newton Club on Walnut St
• Charge for membership - $1.25 ( .$75/meal, .$25 for the 

Newton Club and .$25 for Newton Rotary).

• Outings included visits to Mashbee Island on Buzzards Bay and 
Ladies Nights – Luncheons were moved to Normandie Restaurant 
at Norumbega Park. 



Precedent Was Established

In 1923 – a Boys Work Committee was formed – main charter – Financial assistance in the form of Scholarships
 ($300 scholarship was established. Over the years      students  representing $.       .

In 1925  -Voted to not pay for any speakers at weekly meetings

In 1926 -Club changed from a calendar year to our present July 1 to June 30th  (fiscal year)
First Club President – Bill Halliday was sent to the Rotary International Convention in St Louis & subsequently (1936)
 established a Rotary International Convention Fund (used to defray President’s expenses in attending the 
convention).

In 1926 – Board of Directors authorized the Treasurer to bill each member in advance for luncheons and dues



Early Years of 
the Club – the 

Community 
Service 

Function

• Financial Assistance was Provided for:

• Medical Treatment for a Polio Victim
• Newton Welfare Bureau Christmas Program
• Newton High School Musicale
• Summer Camperships for Boys Scouts of the Peabody Home
• Newton Scouts attending the Boy Scout Jamboree
• The purchase of a wooden leg for a young Newton Boy
• The payment of rent for a family where the wage earner was 

unemployed.



Newton Rotary sponsored the 
following clubs:

Concord in 1931 
Brookline in 1938
Wellesley in 1946 and in conjunction 
with Brookline in 1966, co-sponsored 
Chestnut Hill Club

Only took six years to repay the Boston Club for 
its Sponsorship



Signs of the 
Times seen in 

the Club’s 
History

In 1930 – Mayor of Newton (Sinclair Weeks) asks Rotary to form 
committee to fight unemployment. 

Ladies night postponed to use funds to hire a man from the 
unemployment Bureau at City Hall. 

Christmas party gifts of 10¢ was wrapped in $1 given to the 
chairman of the Rotary Club Unemployment Committee for 
distribution. 

Forest fire burnt out Nobscot area- financial assistance by the 
Rotary club = planting of 3900 new trees at this scout camp.

At its 450th meeting achieved 100% attendance in 1931.

In 1933, the Rotary International Convention was held in Boston – 
Newton Rotarians staffed the reception & Hospitality committees 
& supplied cars and drivers donated by club

In 1933, the club formally approved a declaration supporting Pres. 
FDR program to lift the country out of depression



During the Period of     
1939-1943

 Luncheon Speakers were authorities on the  
           Far East, World Trade, European Governments &

           subjects of similar foreign concerns

           Membership difficulties b/c of military services or
 changes in employment.

            The club purchased War Bonds & encouraged
  members to do likewise



50th Year
1973



1973 Roster






























